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also. For the vacillating attitude taken by the British
Government has been very widely marked and con-
demned in India, Probably, in the long run, it will
be seen that no event in human history during our
times is of more importance than this change of
moral attitude on the part of Asia towards Europe.
Where before Europe was respected, now she is
condemned and despised. Great Britain herself
cannot escape from that condemnation.
At first sight the analogy between Abyssinia and
the North-West Frontier of India will hardly be
noticed by the average Englishman who studies
world affairs: but in India, especially among Musal-
mans, the Frontier tribesmen are regarded as
patriots and lovers of freedom, who cling bravely
to their own barren hills and whose villages are
being ruthlessly destroyed by bombing aeroplanes
in the same manner that the Abyssinian villages
were destroyed. Finer distinctions, which at once
rise to our own minds, when such a parallel is
drawn, carry little weight when religious sentiment
highly colours the picture. It becomes a serious
matter, therefore, to insist on using this air weapon
(even under the most stringent conditions) when its
employment in Frontier warfare is thus liable to be
regarded as a parallel to what has been done by
Italian aeroplanes in Abyssinia,
There are other questions raised which do not
touch so directly the moral reputation of Great
Britain, although at the same time they give rise to
a critical spirit in India that calls for close attention.